
MORE CHRISTIANS WERE MARTYRED IN THE 20TH 

CENTURY THAN IN ALL PREVIOUS CENTURIES COMBINED, 

ACCORDING TO DAVID B. BARRETT AND TODD M. 

JOHNSON, TWO OF THE WORLD’S LEADING RELIGIOUS 

DEMOGRAPHERS. THE TREND HAS NOT ABATED IN THIS 

CENTURY. 



THOUGH THE STATISTICS ARE UNCERTAIN AND HIGHLY 

DEPENDENT ON COUNTING METHODOLOGIES, THE 

NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS KILLED FOR THEIR FAITH EVERY 

YEAR ALMOST CERTAINLY LIES IN THE THOUSANDS AND 

POSSIBLY TENS OF THOUSANDS. 



ACCORDING TO THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, CHRISTIANS ARE ESTIMATED TO 

MAKE UP 80 PERCENT OF THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED 

FOR THEIR RELIGION. 

THEY HAVE BEEN KILLED IN INDIA, VIETNAM, IRAQ, 

COLOMBIA, PAKISTAN, NIGERIA, MEXICO, EGYPT, SAUDI 

ARABIA, NORTH KOREA, SRI LANKA, CHINA AND 

INDONESIA.



LAST WORDS – LAST THOUGHTS



O Death, where is thy victory?
O Death where is thy Sting?

1 Corinthians 15:55

If a man die, shall he live again?
Job 14:14

Because I live, ye shall live also.

John 14:19



These present days of martyrdom are as 
brutal as any endured during the early 
and dark ages of the Church.

Martyrs leave records of courage, 

defiance and a willingness to sacrifice 
their lives for Christ!

MARTYRS



EARLY CHURCH MARTYRS

Two of the most graphic accounts of martyrdom 
endured by many brave saints are those to be found 
in Foxe’s “Book of Martyrs” and Alexander Smellie’s 
“Men of the Covenant.”

Ignatius of Antioch, Andronicus, Polycarp, Alban and 
many others from the beginning of the early church up 
to and including saints dying today for their faith and 
belief in Christ and His kingdom.



FAITH OF THE MARTYRS

What did these people have in common?

What trait did they all exhibit?

Do we have the same type of faith today?



EIGHT SAYINGS OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS

The Last Words of Jesus and His Last Thoughts

Lk. 23:34 – Father forgive them for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:43 – Today thou shall be with me in Paradise.

John 19:26 – Woman behold thy Son.

John 19:27 – Behold thy mother.

Matt. 27:46 – My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 19:28 – I thirst.

Lk. 23:46 – Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.

John 19:30 – It is finished.



Jesus was born to suffer and die, He died for you and for me.
What a life – what a savior – what a man – what an example!

Invitation


